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5.1 Definitions Vancouver. “Rewilding, to me, is abour resisting

the urge to control nature and allowing it to find

. "y . its own way. It imvolves reintroducing absent
What is Rewilding a Ciry? : g

plants and animals (and in a few casss culling

George Monbior, author of Feral: Rewilding exotic species which cannot be contained by native
the Land, the Sea and Human Life offers an ape wildlife), pulling down the fences, blocking the
d:scl‘iptiun of what rewildi ng might mean in drnina.-_gn: ditches, but otherwise stepping back.

“Vancouver is known for its natural surroundings. Between the city’s proximity to mountains, the
rainforest, the oceans and all those natural habitats, we’re about as close to nature as an urban centre
can be. But a new exhibit at the Museum of Vancouver challenges some of our perceptions about that
connection. By looking at the city’s history through a non-human historical lens, Rewilding
Vancouver asks just how much European settlement has changed the area, what we’ve lost and what
we’ve gained — and what the future might hold.”

(http://www.insidevancouver.ca/2014/02/26/rewilding-vancouver/)
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ancouver has a rich history of

environmental protection, education and

stewardship. These are the traditional
territories of the Musqueam, Squamish and
Taleil-Wauruth Mations who have cared for the
land and sea for many generations. Vancouver
is the birthplace of many of Canada’s longest
standing and respected environmental non-profit
organisations including the Sociery Promoting
Environmental Conservarion, David Suzuki
Foundation, S-tanl-l:y PPark I:'.cu]ug].r Society, Marure
Vancouver, Green Club, Vancouver Marural
History Sociery, Greenpeace and Environmental
Yourh Alliance all founded more than 20 years ago.
Each week people with ]ung histories in Vancouver
interact with those that are new to the city, and
the Importance of cultural traditions, histories and
understandings of namre in this context are diverse,

cnrnph:c.. and fasd nnting.

As the city becomes i.ncrcnsirLg]].r urban, the
importance of access to nature for health and
wellbeing becomes more and more important.
Besearch tells us thar people in cities are
increasingly affected by “narure deficit disorder,”
with symptoms including reduced ability to
concentrate, problems with heart and lung health,
mental health challenges and others, and that some

of the most vulnerable people in our communities

are those that are most deeply affected. 8

Some are b:ginning to Imagine what a rewilded aty
mi.g]'u' look like, and w ]'u:lp us to remember our
ncnlugca] hismr}r and the other creatures that once

5 Low, Richard. The Mafure Principle. Algonguin
Books of Chapsal Hill. Chopsld Hill M.C. 2011
& A F. Taylor, Kuo, F.E. I confoct with noture

important for haalthy child development? State of the
evidence. Children and Their Envircnments, pp 124-
140. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge UK. 2004,

called this place home.™* Though it is challenging
to imagine peacefully reintegrating black bears into
the heare of the city, it is possible to imagine a ciry
fooded with bird song, frog calls, big trees, and
salmon swimming in our rediscovered streams. It is
possible to imagine a city where everyone can have
rich and mcani:n.gﬂll expericnces in nature as a part
of their everyday lives. It is possible to transition
our conversations about sustai ning and protecting
whar exists, to dialogue about people and nature
Rowrishing rogether.

This action plan is one chapter in a larger story.
The City and Park Board are working on plans

and projects that sustain and grow the urban
forest, increase and enhance biodiversity, and
support thriving bird life. These are more technical
picces focused on the ecological srructures needed
to rewild the city, and the ]Julh:in:s., p]a.ﬂ.: and
practices that are needed to support this work. This
Environmental Education and Stewardship Action
Plan is the people-focused chaprer in the story.

It recognises the untapped potential of parks and
community centres to encourage and enable people
to more fully relate and connect to the narural
world. Its aim is to identify inspiring and effective
actions that leverage the unique assets of the Park
Board and also widely involve Vancouverites in
rewilding ourselves, and becoming more engaged
with nature in the city.

ASES

3 '-.‘;
Eiodiverse weflands near the shore of CRAS Poy
PHOTO | NICK PAGI

INTRODUCTION

ture returning to the city ne /dl/ to capture the
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nature in our urban environment. a g e



1. What does it mean to RE-WILD a city? (1)

2. How to cities destroy natural habits? (3)

3. What kind of plans are the Vancouver City and Park Board working on? (1)

4. Inyour own words, how might we bring nature back to Vancouver? Give examples of what can
actually be done to make the city greener. (3 examples)

5. Do you think it is a positive thing to re-wild a city? Why or why not? (2)

Total: /10
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Re-Wilding a City Photoshop Project

Concept: Using Photoshop, you will create an image of an urban place in Vancouver that has
been rewilded.

Make sure to use a photograph of an area in Vancouver that YOU took.

1. Open your photograph of Vancouver in Photoshop.

2. Search on Google for images of grass, greenery, flowers, trees, animals, water, rivers, etc.
and save each image as a JPEG.

3. Working in LAYERS, use the magnetic lasso and the clone stamp to help transfer the images
onto your image of Vancouver.

4. Use the blur tool to help merge the images seamlessly.

5. The paint brush and eye dropper tools are also helpful to match colours.

6. Dodge and burn can help lighten and darken areas of the image to match for highlight and
contrast.

7. Be THOUGHTFUL about placement, location and composition. DO NOT just throw a bunch
of animals onto the background.

Tools that you will use in Photoshop:

e layers
e Clone Stamp
e Blur Tool

e Free Transform

e Eye Dropper for colour matching
e Paint Brush

e Magnetic Lasso

e Dodge Tool

e Burn Tool

5|Page



